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WHO WE ARE

Women of Color United (WOCU) was founded on April 1, 2007 as a network of LatingkneeritBacNiatigtaAdeeric
American, Middle Eastern American and African America® urdivishlés ssmtindma indtiaisnce, women living wit
HIV&AIDS, violence against women and girls (VAWG) survivor groups and service aggtinmiss iidivigiahiCe®der
Diaspora groups, HistoricallyaBththRefetm@srities, and other wayranasfccmidividuals

Women of Color United provides education, strengthens the capacity of thosmaekkiogits addndss \dAWEIadd
with the intersddfidié and HIV&AIDS globally. We advance policies, systemsfaoidrprattices, whithaue ittt
result in VAWG and HIV&AID®Iimwbaida afso work to influence the policy processofiakjosiat € hiatigetiabd
womenabcglobally.

PATH TO THE 4ANVBIIRONG ROADBRAIR

WOCU is concerned with how and why the pandemics of Violence Against Wionpeci@ng e ldreindl vadD R are
color. The pointsetiita with violenc&H»E & &exus of risk for women and girls, partiaciatigrtietise oviminardy
groups-okample, African AmeAcasritatinNative American, and AsidaramdrRacifepigsent only 29 percent of the
population, but account for 84 percent of female AIDS cases (AMFAR). African AmbagarA2iratodaiterea
and Latina women are five tinf€® Mpwenileadial and ethnic griogten endure social and ecahatmedat@iara
marginalized staxscanidmeder inequity.

To explain these ¢rendk] @asily list obstacles such as accesse¢otquadityfforddbéatedseg, climate change (espe
on the impact of disasters on communities of color and women in pgotadlafsglohably ;chsunoplasstbehglobal food
crisisyrgh disproportioatetywedmen pfpmlerty, eduagatidrousing. Our early WOCU meetings brought us to the ¢
needed to take a proactive approach to the 2008 Presidential Elotming/O&1d oraing & TegiwéidGande
Philadelpifarticipation and action are the most crucial forms of empowerment. Therefore, gsodtaiid for us to |
procedgnderstardingdire the situatiovoimen ofweelfael theteetd speakKarmur sisters and ourselves.

Women of (logdnstitute approximately 29% of the US femal&\fiasBilyatiom pYisedrd 836 of the totalt@,382 female
legislators. Tipsaaidea voice for women of color witeareseftéedrat the table, as political leadershaeaiae what is
and, by the strong geopolitical influence.okihewing.ihhethenddare afipbrokimatelymenioticelor.S. who are of voti
age, werdatead that it was time to let our presidential candidates know it too!

One only has to recall the image of the group of about 15 people gathe
the planning room of the White House to decide on the strategy for addi
the financial crisis. There were no women of casansual. Given that
women of color earn 63 cents to the dollar white men earn for similar{w
we must alter the pictuoéwho participates in these discussions, in order
change our status.

--Tricia Bent Goodley, WOCU member and Professor at Howard
University School of Social Work




Thus, the 41 Million Strong Campaign was danqu seendifenr206dseisibiliyomen of ankbnsure thavowas
and issaeifteth the 2008 Presidential Election discourse and candidate platforms. The campaign was based c

1) Increase voter registration among women of color.

2) Increase voting among women of color.

3) Increase awareness of the géhierall specifically among women of color, about issues that are at stake
coming elections and that disproportionately affect women of color globally.

4) Hold elected officials accountadbxtimostto the commitments they have madestbandresimportant to us.

We used different strategies to fulfill theacopep@iamafith&éhe Voter Registration/Get Out to Vote Toolkit is one
developed-hyside comparison of Presidential candltaistjoasitiatered to us.

In Septembenv@@bdse to add another dimension the overall campaign by deseAapiuy. tDeiddddition iBiptergdRo
the tour were multifold. 1) Promote voter repestvatmeffortsge) @dadument and publicize voter registration and G
Document women of color views in the US and abroad; and 4) Create a campaigningpdire280® alsdandydacs
come. This arsbdad and air tour traversedcistasss and

We visited, observed, and documented over 20 civic engagement projects nationwrdediebaisipatiahewstek c
mobilization, issue advocacyigné@scasintabibs encourage others to get on board. We got the word out on the
doing via our walbsieebsites, Tube, listservs and local and natioWél wedite thterfmeias way to capthecisswkshbat

women of color in the United States, as well as in other countries, view as crucgaiviantee: orexd U Ngill e Sehemigt
& Aifour to end the silence of women of color and gejagechentbequdditicabpr @cess. We wanted the presidentia
that they are accountable to us, \MagenRadttecdonUnitede@plaidsiater ar e passi onate ab«
represented, amddlveedfiave dropped everything to hit the road in 20 states throughduvtheashtioraodmelilize

WhmWe Met Along the Tour

The unfolding of the 41 Million Strong Road & AanBmmetases rgidumisysThe time zone changes, technology \
deadlines, however, were all forgotten once we begamdatispyegiie theemstaingwed. We visited with African A
American, Middle Eastern and AratA\Aeeceamiativan Indian, and Latin American women. We also talked wi
as Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe, Uruguay, Kenya and India.

The women includedyadd#rslaskian/bisexual/queer women and straight wosneistgranuieceheas)chanthiss, culture
workers, teachers, professors, social workers,-athemmglotlesisimises rstages, and students, women in recovery
incarcerated women, women living with HIV&&EDSeaird aduolitieorsodhei women and projects ved tisitgs in the 2
met an equally vivid spectratteodiwgritenfollowing conferences: The Americas Social Forum in Guatemala City

http://www.forosocialameflvagissgciation for Women's Rights in DevelofaoweniSOattiehmssaivi Capd the
Statef the Black World Gohfeve@ots| Louisigmawww.ibw?21.org/

Through visits with over 20 projects and activists, we dghateinmoghdsetciindiatigagement of communities of cc
included phone lamkiagsing/precinct wadkagiadilesches and at polling statiorns,toesadnepanmieutreach,
ang@rojects thdbawsed on laying the grquostigotiafmountability work.

Throughout the tour we légrairstanigaiedustories of triumph and success. Weshieasd afdinideedaiors peaoiiiy
concenvgh a range of issues being raised including the economy, housing, educhitnate leephityitane eepjostioei\
sex work, immigrant rights, workers rights, violence against women, HIV&AIDS, disabékpreghes) tredrmeanttion
the elections (Presidential, CongresBialhat | tiapagimishanetividual and organizational plans for post election
work on translating campaign promises into real change. Women interviewed from ariogdepetaioll oépjeatdd
and how pivogéthien is because okietiodigsct U.S. policies have on their countries.

The daily blog from the tour showcases the jottméwimmaecendetaitatorunited. arglicetegeyétihur/The
interviews can be seen Ard 6&drd sbe Chamvejoutube.com/womenofcolorunited


http://www.forosocialamericas.org/
http://www.awid.org/
http://www.ibw21.org/
http://www.womenofcolorunited.org/category/41-million-strong-road-tour/
http://www.youtube.com/womenofcolorunited

. What We WEDHANGE FOR THE BETTER!

From Zimbabwe to Kolkata, from Monteviedo, to Las Vegas, as the elections in the US came and went, wome
United States and throughout the Global South held a mutual sense of excitemammanditerpectorastaadedbout
their families, commaritiarge, and global affairs assuel garticular to worheg.remarkedhouasing,

gentritation, violence against vpohenbrutality, disability ngphteductive justicearaationHIV&AIDS,
environmefclimate justit€sBTQ rigind racial justitiee top four most noted areas where women wanted change
economy, education, health care, and the war

ol t 6s t urgrandrhother, my grahegybtler. pyroayed f or our ti me to com
and how it s tLbid, Huntevdle, ALI 6 m ready for a change. O

0l 6m excited about t he pothe death lnéll-fmhseaatissbeatiaag thoGghn\Wet |
decting alial to fightoreservatidnt at the end of@heattesr, havdibarabthan -faseidtloretta, SisterSong Atlanta, G,

0The use 0ccfh atnegrends, §huospe & oandel ecti oneering pellaspos
every Americarbaitiaese you guperimgkehis movemerd of changen a v e b r o u gelntterns of thenway [hec
are changing in general, in terms of poverty. It also brings so much expectationo ezt algaiy $onweamearin ation
fundamentalism, rights of workers, sex worle et GlitodibG &idege. | pray foithis and yourlsedvd h e d
Zimbabwe

OWe can make iat it h@Mmrp@daibidberd . 6t has to start w

0OYoung f ol kegkndwavhat disenfranchiseenengfeets ke Thatb wer of t hi s el e«
changWonmndshabéave® C ng Circl es,

0 We have s expectationmaliiad i supperting petice and filiman rights. We cangde analysds abiout
togethbrit s o PAle@mdsangueay t vy . O

0 For ma ny llyydisappoisting experiédnces with aédhdaialigarpsiinith Asia. With these elections, people
confidence andtowdrare delighted by this and bby the grdundpwe Hidia ¢ opi ni on. 6 Suni |

0 Ov er tshve follpwed the electidbns ane therworttBsaveryasopporti@h a ma . Not only b
On the exghthe electioms d | Wen 0Att bong dase tbéy made théfiighissBeivegal.

oln the minds of t he pSeRegple werdfddepwath thesituationcGeergadiash afan |
many countries and affecting the | i v esopl®eHave marepositigec
ideas aboulShe® Sri yani , Sri Lanka

AFAIECONOMY
Many wonpinted to the unequal distribution of wealth which impacts all deeply, domestically and

of color, and in partiamtanen of color, are disproportionately represpataéugifjolesvand many struggle
wages that are unlivable

ol tds not e a sgyandfsiouggling.dfgou haeeitap manykille s f Bandladzanesg{studantrinn t
Savaniah)

OA | ot of peopl e ar e archiuncle sotahdad h @atn& s t W e yare solinagpdrd O @ re d
Anne, Early @olkembus, OH

OWe need to think about teth &heddftorldolcathow thesAfricae farmer ¥da comp
devel oped one,Kenfao we need fair trade. d Nell



0OThere are some t htrytogddress andteonatomaddly anchegen im thevU Sandtemis mfithe tve
distributed to those who are poor and not poor. | was readiilgtlzeyaetegd sterdaydbaind 35% of the reduction
1%, the wealthiest people, and at the same time there was a demand for proeiu isngdinesidad card bt dus @ toese

aretagtgederaljervension Thi s i s unfair. They seem to care onl
0The candidates ar e t alheowsoagal peograms tealavihohow thapureaedisappearing
nothere.tiNdhu s h r egi me, soci al programs are bei mngrhartsk
not hearing anytVWing on that end. 6 Toshi a, Las Ve

QUALIEDUCATION
Women obselveith an economic and a cultural divide drawing a distinct line through acce

education on all levels. Whether it is civic education or acadens e adbshoutlgehatormatio
knowledge and skdédetd realize their own aims for participation in society

0l wat c lores avith la peuttal egeoHoweeen, it was quite disconcerting to hear that the majorityref comm
RNC were about energy. Yeah it hurtswwhemnl floav g
talk aboutghatMa y a , Huntsville, AL

0 A me nid aneaual ogp6rtunity amendment affecting scholarships for Latina girls. One girl spoleebgt a corr
thisamendi8aptwamtsgo t o col | ege, but may not have the op]

ONVhat | think is really important is education, especially living irsitevada. We drechavingiptoplent a n d
bacon is education. Communities of color@a@iraffagadetpsnigst.

OThe issues we are most concerned about krmgficadableahdsiepaiileeahdation. What change they would lik
definitelpafble education. Especially in the Chinese community education is one of the most topettngidsee
educational policies in Oakland and in California in general. We have theoaiube wo th\ezlauahican diydisen padgst
that why we candét have a godeonidfer,OgktandeGA on par with

ACCHSBHEALTH CARE
This core human right emerged gsiaritieaf women, for themselves and their communities. Resea

observations of the women intefeireaslte that communities of amlgrarticularly women of color, lac
access to quality health care

oOHealth care is hard. Eventthetughgowerdmeat want |
Chicago, IL

0Bl ack women in Chicago experience t heinfordadgnessctscraers
and spent 2 years timgthistwadnen they found out they had a malignancy. How do we empower communities for
i mportant . I am hoping for health care reform.o

0 H e eelistartother laig issue for me. Naireviergorie cafiejé and get a job and get health care benefits. This re.
and women especiallyaidysstieisneprod wei@aitiss, Las Wegas, N

oOBeyond et hni ci ty osaldeait gets teallg redlly sicleabautthe giteation.adtwnyikeer svhat
of theéchest countries in tamairfarovide a leedlingthe | n s u r areatydadf This new dadsinigtratienicah empl
healing. o6 Cristobal, San Antonio, TX

oU.S. policies have a great i mpact othe past8ybaeswbken Bush
in power, we have had setbacks in the glblegbslicids eqdase. &irst of all he refused to put.iHertecidededFiotc
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