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WHO WE ARE 

Women of Color United (WOCU) was founded on April 1, 2007 as a network of Latin American, Native American/American Indian, Asian and Pacific Islander 

American, Middle Eastern American and African American individuals and organizations. Our members include survivors of violence, women living with 

HIV&AIDS, violence against women and girls (VAWG) survivor groups and service agencies, HIV & AIDS service and advocacy organizations, immigrant and 

Diaspora groups, Historically Black Colleges and Universities, sororities, and other women of color groups and individuals. 

Women of Color United provides education, strengthens the capacity of those seeking to address VAWG and HIV&AIDS, and advocates on what is needed to deal 

with the intersection of VAWG and HIV&AIDS globally. We advance policies, systems, and practices, which confront the co-factors, drivers, and contexts that 

result in VAWG and HIV&AIDS in women of color globally.  We also work to influence the policy process for social change and social justice in the interest of 

women of color globally.  

PATH TO THE 41 MILLION STRONG ROAD & AIR TOUR  

WOCU is concerned with how and why the pandemics of Violence Against Women & Girls and HIV&AIDS are increasingly impacting the wellbeing of women of 

color.  The point of intersection with violence and HIV&AIDS is a nexus of risk for women and girls, particularly those who are in racial or ethnic minority 

groups.  For example, African American, Latin American, Native American, and Asian and Pacific Islander women represent only 29 percent of the U.S. female 

population, but account for 84 percent of female AIDS cases (AMFAR). African American women today are 23 times more likely to have AIDS than white women, 

and Latina women are five times more likely. (CDC) Women in racial and ethnic minority groups often endure social and economic barriers that maintain a 

marginalized status and exacerbate gender inequity. 

To explain these trends, we could easily list obstacles such as access to quality healthcare, decent and affordable housing, climate change (especially focusing 

on the impact of disasters on communities of color and women in particular globally; as well as other by-products of climate change, such as the global food 

crisis, which disproportionately affects women of color), poverty, education, and housing. Our early WOCU meetings brought us to the conclusion that we 

needed to take a proactive approach to the 2008 Presidential Elections.  According to Mehret Mandefro of WOCU member organization TruthAIDS in 

Philadelphia, òParticipation and action are the most crucial forms of empowerment. Therefore, it's critical for us to use our power in the democratic 

process.ó Understanding how dire the situation is for women of color, we feel that we need to speak up for our sisters and ourselves. 

Women of color (WOC) constitute approximately 29% of the US female population. Yet, in 2007 WOC only comprised 4.6% of the total 7,382 female state 

legislators.  This tour provided a voice for women of color who are often not represented at the table, as political leaders decide what is best for the nation 

and, by the strong geopolitical influence of the U.S., the world.  Knowing that there are approximately 41 million women of color in the U.S. who are of voting 

age, we determined that it was time to let our presidential candidates know it too!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One only has to recall the image of the group of about 15 people gathered in 

the planning room of the White House to decide on the strategy for addressing 

the financial crisis.  There were no women of color, as usual.  Given that 

women of color earn 63 cents to the dollar white men earn for similar work, 

we must alter the picture of who participates in these discussions, in order to 

change our status. 

--Tricia Bent Goodley, WOCU member and Professor at Howard 

University School of Social Work 
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Thus, the 41 Million Strong Campaign was born in December 2007 as a non-partisan effort to increase the visibility women of color and ensure that WOC voices 

and issues are lifted in the 2008 Presidential Election discourse and candidate platforms. The campaign was based on the following core pillars: 

1) Increase voter registration among women of color.  

2) Increase voting among women of color.  

3) Increase awareness of the general public, and specifically among women of color, about issues that are at stake in the 

coming elections and that disproportionately affect women of color globally.  

4) Hold elected officials accountable, post-election, to the commitments they have made around issues that are important to us. 

We used different strategies to fulfill the core pillars of the campaign Campaign. The Voter Registration/Get Out to Vote Toolkit is one example. We also 

developed a side-by-side comparison of Presidential candidate positions on the issues that mattered to us.  

In September 2008 we chose to add another dimension the overall campaign by developing the 41 Million Strong Road &Air Tour. Our goals in implementing 

the tour were multifold. 1) Promote voter registration and get out the vote efforts; 2) Document and publicize voter registration and GOTV projects; 3) 

Document women of color views in the US and abroad; and 4) Create a campaigning process, tools and documentation that can be used in 2008 and in years to 

come. This ambitious road and air tour traversed 20 states and 2 countries.  

We visited, observed, and documented over 20 civic engagement projects nationwide to both uplift the work of women of color in voter registration, voter 

mobilization, issue advocacy and accountability work as well as encourage others to get on board. We got the word out on the critical work the projects were 

doing via our website, ally websites, You Tube, listservs and local and national radio interviews.  We wanted to find a way to capture and share the issues that 

women of color in the United States, as well as in other countries, view as crucial for the next U.S. president to address. We wanted our 41 Million Strong Road 

& Air Tour to end the silence of women of color and get women of color more engaged in the political process. We wanted the presidential candidates to know 

that they are accountable to us. Jacqui Patterson, Women of Color United Coordinator, explains, òWe are passionate about ensuring that women of color are 

represented, and therefore we have dropped everything to hit the road in 20 states throughout the nation and mobilize the vote & voices of women of color.ó 

Whom We Met Along the Tour 

The unfolding of the 41 Million Strong Road & Air Tour was a miraculous, and sometimes arduous, journey. The time zone changes, technology woes, and 

deadlines, however, were all forgotten once we began talking with the amazing and inspiring women we interviewed. We visited with African American, Asian 

American, Middle Eastern and Arab American, Native American/American Indian, and Latin American women. We also talked with women from countries such 

as Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe, Uruguay, Kenya and India. 

The women included elders and youth, lesbian/bisexual/queer women and straight women, grandmothers, mothers, sisters, nieces, and aunts, culture 

workers, teachers, professors, social workers, unemployed women, stay-at-home-mothers, activists, retirees, and students, women in recovery, formerly 

incarcerated women, women living with HIV&AIDS, and survivors of violence. In addition to the women and projects we visited in the 20 states of the US, we 

met an equally vivid spectrum of women attending the following conferences: The Americas Social Forum in Guatemala City, Guatemala, 

http://www.forosocialamericas.org/,  The Association for Women's Rights in Development Conference in Cape Town, South Africa, www.awid.org, and the 

State of the Black World Conference in New Orleans, Louisiana http://www.ibw21.org/.   

Through visits with over 20 projects and activists, we gained insight into initiatives that aim to increase civic engagement of communities of color. They 

included phone banking, canvassing/precinct walks, tables set up at churches and at polling stations, beauty parlors outreach, one-on-one outreach, 

and projects that are focused on laying the groundwork for post-election accountability work.  

Throughout the tour we heard stories of pain and fear, and stories of triumph and success. We heard of universal matters and individual/community-specific 

concerns, with a range of issues being raised including the economy, housing, education, health care, reproductive rights, climate equity/environment justice, 

sex work, immigrant rights, workers rights, violence against women, HIV&AIDS, disability rights, and much more. The women also expressed their reactions to 

the elections (Presidential, Congressional, Propositions/Ballot Initiatives, etc) and shared individual and organizational plans for post election accountability 

work on translating campaign promises into real change. Women interviewed from around the world repeatedly described the declining reputation of the U.S. 

and how pivotal the election is because of the often negative impact U.S. policies have on their countries.  

The daily blog from the tour showcases the journey in more detail at http://www.womenofcolorunited.org/category/41-million-strong-road-tour/. The 

interviews can be seen and heard at WOCUõs You Tube Channel, www.youtube.com/womenofcolorunited.  

http://www.forosocialamericas.org/
http://www.awid.org/
http://www.ibw21.org/
http://www.womenofcolorunited.org/category/41-million-strong-road-tour/
http://www.youtube.com/womenofcolorunited
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I. What We Want: CHANGE FOR THE BETTER! 

From Zimbabwe to Kolkata, from Monteviedo, to Las Vegas, as the elections in the US came and went, women of color from across the 

United States and throughout the Global South held a mutual sense of excitement and hope for change! Women were concerned about 

their families, communities at large, and global affairs as well as issues particular to women.  They remarked on housing, 

gentrification, violence against women, police brutality, disability rights, reproductive justice, incarceration, HIV&AIDS, 

environmental/climate justice, LGBTQ rights, and racial justice. The top four most noted areas where women wanted change were the 

economy, education, health care, and the war. 

òItõs time for change. Your grandmother, my grandmother...they all prayed for our time to come. Itõs here. Iõm 46. I was born in 1962. I know what it was like 

and how it still is. Iõm ready for a change.ó Lois, Huntsville, AL  

 òIõm excited about the potential for change in this country. We may see the beginning of the death knell for neo-conservatism. Letõs be clear, though. Weõre 

electing a neo-liberal to fight neo-conservatism. But at the end of the day, Iõd rather have a neo-liberal than a neo-fascist!ó Loretta, SisterSong Atlanta, GA 

 òThe use of terms ôhopeõ and ôchangeõ, just for electioneering purposes, is bad. If itõs real then, itõs good.  Both the Obama administration and you as well, as 

every American citizen, because you guys make part up this movement of changeéyou have brought so much expectation of change in terms of the way people 

are changing in general, in terms of poverty.   It also brings so much expectation, particularly for women, climate change, violence against women in conflict, 

fundamentalism, rights of workers, sex workers, the Global Gag Rule, the Prostitution Pledge. I pray for his and your salvation that he delivers.ó Ennie, 

Zimbabwe 

 òWe can make a change, but it has to start with ourselves.ó ðMiriam, Zambia 

òYoung folks have the language. They know what disenfranchisement feels like. Thatõs the power of this election young people being pissed off and ready for 

change.óAshara, Womenõs Voting Circles, Denver, CO 

òWe have so much excitement and expectation about a U.S. that is supporting peace and human rights. We can do analyses about challenges, but letõs celebrate 

together this opportunity.ó ðAlejandra, Uruguay 

òFor many years, weõve had really disappointing experiences with U.S. foreign policy, especially in South Asia. With these elections, people have regained our 

confidence and our trust. We are delighted by this and by the groundswell of public opinion.ó Sunila, India 

òOver the past 1.5 years, we followed the elections and the world is very supportive of Barack Obama. Not only because heõs black, but because heõs a change.  

On the evening of the elections we didnõt sleep. We said, ôAt long last they made the right choice.õóñAissa, Senegal. 

 òIn the minds of the people there is a change in the way they look at the U.S. People were fed up with the situation. George Bush was poking into the affairs of 

many countries and affecting the lives of many countries. Thatõs why they are looking for someone who will bring change. Now people have more positive 

ideas about the U.S.ó Sriyani, Sri Lanka 

 

 

  

 

òItõs not easy for people who are just starting and struggling. If you have too many bills it takes you deeper into debt.ó ñRahel, Tanzania (student in 

Savannah, GA) 

òA lot of people are in situations they canõt get out of. They donõt have a rich ôuncle so and soõ. Thatõs why the economy, housing, etc are so important.ó  Traci 

Anne, Early Voter, Columbus, OH 

òWe need to think about the African farmer. We need to look at fair trade, subsidies, etc. We need to look at how the African farmer can compete with the 

developed one. So we need fair trade.ó Nelly, Kenya 

A FAIR ECONOMY                                                                                                                                                                                        

Many women pointed to the unequal distribution of wealth which impacts all deeply, domestically and abroad.  Communities 

of color, and in particular women of color, are disproportionately represented in low-paying jobs and many struggle with 

wages that are unlivable.  
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òThere are some things we think the new administration will try to address and correct internationally and even in the US in terms of the wealth and how it is 

distributed to those who are poor and not poor. I was reading an article yesterday that said they reduced the taxes and 35% of the reduction went to the top 

1%, the wealthiest people, and at the same time there was a demand for providing medical care to the poorest of children and he[Bush] said no because these 

are state[federal] interventions. This is unfair. They seem to care only for those who have money. Other voices are not heard.ó Aissa, Senegal 

òThe candidates are talking a lot about change. What Iõd like to see changed is how social programs deal with: how they are disappearing; how theyõre really 

not here. With the Bush regime, social programs are being hacked to death, especially HIV&AIDS. Iõd like to see more money pumped into social programs. Iõm 

not hearing anything on that end.ó Toshia, Las Vegas, NV 

 

 

 

 

 òI watched both conventions with a neutral eye. However, it was quite disconcerting to hear that the majority of comments made by McCain and Palin at the 

RNC were about energy. Yeah it hurts when I have to pay $50 at the gas station. But our children havenõt been getting good education for quite some time. Letõs 

talk about that!ó Maya, Huntsville, AL 

òAmendment 46 is an anti-equal opportunity amendment affecting scholarships for Latina girls. One girl spoke at a community forum about feeling violated by 

this amendment. She wants to go to college, but may not have the opportunity because of the amendment.ó Ana, Denver, CO 

òWhat I think is really important is education, especially living in Nevada. We are having problems with the budget and thatõs the first thing they are cutting 

back on is education. Communities of color are affected the most.ó  Cinthia, Las Vegas, NV 

òThe issues we are most concerned about are affordable housing, living wages, and affordable and quality education. What change they would like to see is 

definitely affordable education. Especially in the Chinese community education is one of the most important issues. We need to work together in correcting the 

educational policies in Oakland and in California in general.  We have one of the worst education systems. Is it because we have such a diverse population? Is 

that why we canõt have a good system on par with the East Coast and other affluent areas?ó Jennifer, Oakland, CA 

 

 

 

 

 òHealth care is hard. Even though we donõt want the government to take over everything, I trust government more than insurance companies.ó Esmerelda, 

Chicago, IL 

òBlack women in Chicago experience the highest rates of mortality from breast cancer. Documentation shows that women have gone in for diagnostic screening 

and spent 2 years on the waiting list when they found out they had a malignancy. How do we empower communities for better health outcomes? Health care is 

important. I am hoping for health care reform.ó  Alicia, Chicago IL 

òHealth care is another big issue for me. Not everyone can afford to go to college and get a job and get health care benefits. This really affects people of color 

and women especially. My other main issue is reproductive justice.ó Cinthia, Las Vegas, NV 

 òBeyond ethnicity are issues like universal health care. Itõs so sad. My heart gets really, really sick about the situation. No matter what group we belong. One 

of the richest countries in the world cannot provide a healing health insurance for its residents? Itõs really bad. This new administration can implement more 

healing.ó  Cristobal, San Antonio, TX 

òU.S. policies have a great impact on us here in the global south. For example with the work Iõve been doing on HIV&AIDS, in the past 8 years when Bush was 

in power, we have had setbacks in the global south because of the policies in place. First of all he refused to put money in the Global Fund. He decided to fund 

QUALITY EDUCATION                                                                                                                                                                                       

Women observed both an economic and a cultural divide drawing a distinct line through access to quality 

education on all levels.  Whether it is civic education or academics, all should have access to the information, 

knowledge and skills needed to realize their own aims for participation in society.      

 

ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE                                                                                                                                                                                  

This core human right emerged as a clear priority of women, for themselves and their communities. Research and the 

observations of the women interviewed demonstrate that communities of color, and particularly women of color, lack 

access to quality health care. 

 




